POLITICAL SCIENCE

Program Purpose: Students who complete Political Science courses will
acquire a basic understanding of the nuances of the structure of government
and will apply primary theories to analyze politics and governance at home
and abroad. They will identify and analyze issues that governments face in
developing domestic, foreign, and economic policies in relationship to current
domestic and global issues.

The discipline of Political Science is the study of how people are
governed and how they govern themselves. It examines the process by
which scarce resources are allocated to an expanding population with
ever-increasing demands. The discipline looks at American politics as
an experience in “self-government” and highlights how our system is
different from the political systems developed by other countries. The
study of Political Science also includes the examination of how diversity
impacts American government. The discipline also seeks to understand
how nations deal with each other, what kinds of issues are likely to
separate them, and how they resolve international conflict. Political
Science courses help prepare students for a variety of careers, such as
pre-law and various careers in government and non-government settings
at the federal, state or local levels.

Transfer Information

Students planning to transfer need to consult with a counselor, prepare a
Student Education Plan, and take advantage of support services available
in the University Transfer Center located in Fountain Hall, (805) 378-1536.
Transfer students interested in specializing in Political Science who wish
to qualify for an Associate in Arts Degree could explore General Studies
as a possible major.

POLS C1000 American Government and Politics 3 Units

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 110

This course is an introduction to government and politics in the United
States and California. Students examine the constitutions, structure, and
operation of governing institutions, civil liberties and civil rights, political
behaviors, political issues, and public policy using political science theory
and methodology.

Catalog Notes: Prior to Common Course Numbering, this course was
known as POLS C1000; Satisfies US-2 (US Constitution and government)
and US-3 (CA state and local government) requirements of CSU Title V.
Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

Political Science 1

POLS C1000H American Government and Politics - Honors 3 Units
In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 110

This course is an introduction to government and politics in the United
States and California. Students examine the constitutions, structure,
and operation of governing institutions, civil liberties and civil rights,
political behaviors, political issues, and public policy using political
science theory and methodology. This is an honors course. Honors work
challenges students to be more analytical and creative through expanded
assignments, real-world applications and enrichment opportunities.
Catalog Notes: Prior to Common Course Numbering, this course

was known as POLS C1000H; Satisfies US-2 (US Constitution and
government) and US-3 (CA state and local government) requirements of
CSU Title V.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS MO01 Introduction to Politics 3 Units

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 150

Surveys the nature and scope of political science including basic
concepts, terms, contending theories, institutions, and subfields in the
discipline. Describes the methodology and research techniques employed
by political scientists. Covers subfields such as Political Theory, American
Government, Comparative Politics, and International Relations.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS M02 Comparative Politics 3 Units

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 130

Examines the political behavior, institutions, interests, identities, and
public policy of various governments. Includes case study examples
taken from Europe and Asia.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4
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POLS MO04 International Relations 3 Units

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 140

Studies the organization and operation of the international political
system. Examines the relationships between theory, powerful states,
international institutions, and the contemporary issues that are presently
threatening the peace and prosperity of millions of people worldwide.
Covers topics in the strategic interactions between domestic and
international politics as well as considering the economic, environmental,
and security policy of important states.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS MO05 National, State and Local Politics 3 Units

Formerly: URBN MOTA

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

Examines the purpose and evolution of federalism from the founding

to modern times. Introduces the study of subnational units including

the three branches of state government and the structure of local
governments. Compares and contrasts the structure of the national
government to state and local structures. Considers the challenges and
problems that cities face in a federal system. Examines elections at

all levels of government in order to determine how electoral systems
promote diversity, representation and participation.

Catalog Notes: Satisfies US-2 (US Constitution and government) and US-3
(CA state and local government) requirements of CSU Title V.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS MO06 Introduction to Political Theory 3 Units

In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 120

Examines the various approaches to political theory across time,
issues, and authors. Analyzes selected political theories and ideologies,
relevance of theory to contemporary problems, and new approaches

to political thought. Evaluates the contribution of theories towards a
comprehensive understanding of political life and political institutions.
Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS M09 Introduction to Political Science Research Methods 3 Units
In-Class Hours: 52.5 lecture

C-ID: POLS 160

Surveys the research methods employed in political science. Introduces
the topics of research design, experimental procedures, descriptive
methods, and instrumentation. Examines the collection, interpretation,
and reporting of research data, as well as the ethics of research.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: 4

Transfer Credit: CSU, UC

UC Credit Limitations: None

Cal-GETC 4

POLS M20A Mock Trial A 2 Units

In-Class Hours: 17.5 lecture, 52.5 laboratory

Introduces basic concepts of the legal system of the United States,
explains the legal analysis process, how to make effective and persuasive
oral presentations, and basic rules and techniques of trial advocacy.
Specializes in areas of public discourse (law, teaching, political science
and any field requiring a high amount of public speaking).

Grade Modes: Letter Graded

Family: College faculty have identified courses in the following list as a
family: POLS M20A, POLS M20B, POLS M20C, POLS M20D. A student may
take a maximum of four (4) courses from this family.

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None

POLS M20B Mock Trial B 2 Units

In-Class Hours: 17.5 lecture, 52.5 laboratory

Advisories/Rec Prep: POLS M20A or an equivalent skill set assessed by
the department

Continues with intermediate concepts of the legal system of the
United States, focuses on how to develop effective and persuasive oral
presentations, and emphasizes rules and techniques of trial advocacy.
Continues to develop public speaking and improvisation skills through
practicing in class.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded

Family: College faculty have identified courses in the following list as a
family: POLS M20B, POLS M20A, POLS M20C, POLS M20D. A student may
take a maximum of four (4) courses from this family.

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None



POLS M20C Mock Trial C 2 Units

In-Class Hours: 17.5 lecture, 52.5 laboratory

Advisories/Rec Prep: POLS M20B or an equivalent skill set assessed by
the department

Focuses on making effective and persuasive oral presentations, and
advanced rules and techniques of trial advocacy. Covers advanced topics
such as objections and improvisation.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded

Family: College faculty have identified courses in the following list as a
family: POLS M20C, POLS M20A, POLS M20B, POLS M20D. A student may
take a maximum of four (4) courses from this family.

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None

POLS M20D Mock Trial D 2 Units

In-Class Hours: 17.5 lecture, 52.5 laboratory

Advisories/Rec Prep: POLS M20C or an equivalent skill set assessed by
the department

Covers advanced concepts of the legal system of the United States,
including the most commonly used objections and exploring effective
defenses against objections. Focuses on performance and persuasive
oral presentation skills. Focuses on refining public speaking and
improvisation skills through class activities.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded

Family: College faculty have identified courses in the following list as a
family: POLS M20D, POLS M20A, POLS M20B, POLS M20C. A student may
take a maximum of four (4) courses from this family.

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None

POLS M80 Work Experience Education in Political Science 1-14 Units
In-Class Hours: 54-756 paid cooperative

Enrollment Limitations: Instructor approval and completion of or
concurrent enrollment in one course within the discipline.

Provides on-the-job learning to develop effective work habits, attitudes,
and career awareness in paid or unpaid work experience that are related
to the discipline. Involves the development and documentation of
learning objectives and the completion of a paper, presentation, and/or
project. Includes both workplace supervisor and faculty adviser feedback
and/or written evaluations.

Catalog Notes: To take this course, contact the Career Center; requires
orientation session; students receive one unit of credit for each 54 hours
of unpaid or paid work; Students may enroll in up to 14 semester units
of work experience education per semester or term; there is no limit to
the number of terms for which a student may enroll in work experience
education.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit

Repeatable for Credit: Course may be repeated up to a maximum of 14
units of credit.

Field Trips: May be required

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None

Political Science 3

POLS M122 Independent Study - Political Science 0.5-3 Units

Formerly: POLS M22A

In-Class Hours: 26.25-157.5 laboratory

Prerequisites: Completion of one course in Political Science and instructor
approval

Allows independent study for students who wish to extend their
knowledge of a particular area of Political Science through research and
study. Utilizes an approved independent study project. Includes one-on-
one work with instructor. Interested students should contact a Political
Science instructor for assistance in developing a contract for learning
about a specific topic.

Grade Modes: Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No Pass
Grading

Degree Applicability: Applies to Associate Degree

AA/AS GE: None

Transfer Credit: CSU

UC Credit Limitations: None

« Political Science, Associate in Arts for Transfer (https://
catalog.vceed.edu/moorpark/programs-courses/political-science/
political-science-aat/)

+ Asian Studies, Associate in Arts (https://catalog.vcced.edu/
moorpark/programs-courses/political-science/asian-studies-aa/)

Dean

Ruth Bennington, Phone (805) 553-4118

Faculty

Lee Ballestero, Steven Pfeffer

Counselors

Daniel Aguilar, Eddie Beltran, Ashley Lajoie
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