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GENERAL EDUCATION
OPTIONS
About General Education
General Education (GE) is one of the required components of all
Associate degrees. At Ventura College, there are three General Education
options available including the Ventura College General Education
pattern, Cal-GETC , or the GE pattern of the intended transfer institution
(including meeting Title 5 minimum requirements). The major and/or
transfer path a student is pursuing will dictate the choices available to
the student.

1. Ventura College General Education Requirements
Ventura College's General Education (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/general-education/general-education-requirements/)
(VC GE) plan is based on Title 5 requirements in the California
Code of Regulations (https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/
Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?
guid=I2A5DA5204C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
and District policy (http://go.boarddocs.com/ca/vcccd/Board.nsf/goto?
open&id=ALAN5X5BD3BC). It is not intended to prepare students for
transfer and cannot be used with an Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT).
Majors at Ventura College for which students may complete Ventura
College's GE plan include:

• AA in General Studies with an Area of Emphasis (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/general-studies-
options/#associatedegreestext)

• AA and AS Degrees in specific majors (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/graduation-requirements/associate-degrees-specific-
majors/)

2. California General Education Transfer Curriculum
(Cal-GETC)
The Cal-GETC (California General Education Transfer Curriculum) is the
singular general education pathway for California Community College
(CCC) students to fulfill lower-division general education requirements
necessary for transfer and admission to both the California State
University (CSU) and the University of California (UC). The Cal-GETC
pattern is most helpful for students who want to keep their options open
before making a final decision about transferring to a particular UC or
CSU campus. Completion of Cal-GETC does NOT guarantee admission,
nor is it required for admission. Many independent, private and out-of-
state colleges and universities will also accept Cal-GETC as meeting full
or partial general education requirements.

If you have completed substantial coursework from institutions outside
the United States, consult a counselor to determine whether you should
complete Cal-GETC or the lower-division breadth/general education
requirements at the campus you plan to attend. In addition, some transfer
students in some colleges or majors must follow a more prescribed
lower-division curriculum than Cal-GETC allows.

Programs designated as Associate Degrees for Transfer (AA-T or AS-
T) MUST be completed using the Cal-GETC. Other AA/AS degrees
listed below may be completed with either the Ventura College General
Education requirements or Cal-GETC.

• Accounting Technician (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/business/bookkeeping-as/)

• Accounting (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/business/accounting-as/)

• Administration of Justice (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/criminal-justice/administration-justice-ast/)

• Advanced Manufacturing (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/manufacturing-technology/advanced-
manufacturing-as/)

• Agriculture Animal Science, (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/agriculture/agriculture-animal-science-
ast/)

• Agriculture Business (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/agriculture/agriculture-business-ast/)

• Agriculture Plant Science (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/agriculture/agriculture-plant-science-ast/)

• Anthropology (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/anthropology/anthropology-aat/)

• Architectural Design (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/architecture/architectural-design-as/)

• Art History (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/art/art-history-aat/)

• Automotive Career Education (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/automotive-career-education/automotive-
career-education-as/)

• Basic Law Enforcement Academy (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/police-science/basic-law-enforcement-
academy-as/)

• Biology 2.0 (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/biology/biology-ast/)

• Business Administration 2.0 (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/business/business-administration-2.0-
ast/)

• Business Finance (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/business/business-finance/)

• Business Management (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/business/business-management-as/)

• Ceramics (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/art/ceramics-aa/)

• Chemistry (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/chemistryas/)

• Chicana/o Studies (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/chicano-studies/chicano-studies-aa/)

• Chicano Studies (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/chicano-studies/chicano-studies-aa-t/)

• Child and Adolescent Development (AA-T) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/child-development/
child-development-aat/)

• Child Development (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/child-development/child-development-as/)

• Communication Studies 2.0 (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/communication-studies/communication-
studies-2.0-aat/)

• Computer Science (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/computer-science/computer-science-adt/)
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2  General Education Options

• Construction Technology, Building Inspection Option (AS) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/construction-
technology/construction-technology-building-inspection-option-as/)

• Construction Technology, Construction Management Option (AS)
(https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/construction-
technology/construction-technology-construction-management-
option-as/)

• Criminal Justice (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/criminal-justice/criminal-justice-as/)

• Dance (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
dance/dance-aa/)

• Diesel Mechanics (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/diesel-mechanics/diesel-mechanics-as/)

• Digital Marketing (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/business/social-media-marketing-as/)

• Drafting Technology: Industrial Design and Manufacturing Option
(AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/drafting/
drafting-technology-industrial-design-manufacturing-option-as/)

• Early Childhood Education (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/child-development/early-childhood-education-
ast/)

• Economics (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/economics/economics-aat/)

• Elementary Teacher Education: Integrated Programs (AA-T) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/education/elementary-
teacher-education-aat/)

• Emergency Medical Services: Paramedic Studies (AS) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/paramedic/
emergency-medical-services-paramedic-studies-as/)

• Engineering (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/engineering/engineering-as/)

• English (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/english/english-aat/)

• Environmental Science (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/environmental-science-resource-management/
environmental-science-aa/)

• Environmental Science (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/environmental-science-resource-management/
environmental-science-aa-t/)

• Film Studies (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/art/film-studies-aa/)

• Film, Television, and Electronic Media (AS-T) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/film/film-television-
electronic-media-ast/)

• Fine Art (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
art/fine-art-aa/)

• Food Safety (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/agriculture/food-safety-as/)

• Forensic Science (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/criminal-justice/forensic-science-as/)

• General Studies: Arts and Humanities (A.A.) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/general-studies-
options/general-studies-pattern-i-arts-humanities-area-emphasis-aa/)

• General Studies: Liberal Studies (A.A.) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/general-studies-options/general-studies-
patterns-ii-iii-liberal-studies-emphasis-aa/)

• General Studies: Natural Sciences or Mathematics (A.A.) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/general-studies-
options/general-studies-pattern-i-natural-sciences-emphasis-aa/)

• General Studies: Social and Behavioral Sciences (A.A.) (https://
catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/general-studies-
options/general-studies-pattern-i-social-behavioral-sciences-
emphasis-aa/)

• Geography (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/geography/geography-aat/)

• Geology (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/geology/geology-ast/)

• History (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/history/history-aat/)

• Kinesiology (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/kinesiology/kinesiology-aat/)

• Law, Public Policy, and Society (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/political-science/law-public-policy-and-
society-aat/)

• Mathematics 2.0 (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/mathematics/mathematics-ast/)

• Medical Assistant - Administrative (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/business/medical-assistant-
administrative-as/)

• Medical Assistant - Multi-Skilled (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/business/medical-assistant-multi-skilled-
as/)

• Modern Policing (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/criminal-justice/modern-policing/)

• Music (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
music/music-aa/)

• Music (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
music/music-aat/)

• Nursing (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
nursing-science/nursing-as/)

• Nutrition and Dietetics (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/nutrition-dietetics/nutrition-dietetics-ast/)

• Philosophy (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/philosophy/philosophy-aat/)

• Photography (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/photography/photography-aa/)

• Physics 2.0 (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/physics/physics-ast/)

• Political Science (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/political-science/political-science-aat/)

• Psychology (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/psychology/psychology-aat/)

• Public Health (AS-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/health-education/public-health-science-ast/)

• Small Business Management (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/business/small-business-management-
as/)

• Speech-Language Pathology (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/child-development/speech-language-
pathology-assistant-as/)

• Social Work/Human Services (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/social-work-human-services/social-work-
human-services-aa/)
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• Social Work and Human Services (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/
ventura/programs-courses/social-work-human-services/social-work-
human-services-aat/)

• Sociology (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/sociology/sociology-aat/)

• Spanish (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/spanish/spanish-aat/)

• Sports Management (AA) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/kinesiology/sports-management-aa/)

• Studio Arts (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/art/studio-arts-aat/)

• Theatre Arts (AA-T) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/theatre-arts/theatre-arts-aat/)

• Veterinary Technology (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/agriculture/veterinary-technology-as/)

• Wastewater Science (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/water-science/wastewater-as/)

• Water Science (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-
courses/water-science/water-science-as/)

• Welding Technology (AS) (https://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/
programs-courses/welding/welding-technology-as/)

Additional majors are being developed. Please see a counselor
for more information. For the latest information on Associate
Degrees for Transfer (ADTs), go to www.icangotocollege.com (http://
www.icangotocollege.com)

3. General Education Pattern of the Intended Transfer
Institution (including meeting minimum Title 5
requirements) 
Students transferring to a four-year university in high-unit majors or
where completion of Cal-GETC is not appropriate or advisable may
choose to instead follow the GE pattern of their intended institution. This
may include students transferring to private universities, out-of-state
universities, or UC/CSU campuses within majors that have their own
specific GE requirements. This applies to all AA/AS that are designed to
prepare students for transfer.
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