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PARAMEDIC
The Paramedic is an allied health professional whose primary focus is
to provide advanced emergency medical care for critical and emergent
patients who access the emergency medical system. This individual
possesses the complex knowledge and skills necessary to provide
patient care and transportation. Paramedics function as part of a
comprehensive EMS response, under medical oversight. Paramedics
perform interventions with the basic and advanced equipment typically
found on an ambulance. The Paramedic is a link from the scene into the
health care system. (from the National EMS Scope of Practice Model)

The Ventura College Paramedic Studies Program is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
(www.caahep.org (https://www.caahep.org/)) upon the recommendation
of the Committee on Accreditation of Educational Programs for the
Emergency Medical Services Professions (www.coaemsp.org (https://
coaemsp.org/)).

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
9355 - 113th St. N, #7709
Seminole, FL 33775-7709
727-210-2350
www.caahep.org (https://www.caahep.org/)

Successful completion of the program will allow students to sit for
the paramedic National Registry licensing examinations and then gain
employment in the wide range of public and private agencies who
incorporate the advanced life support skills of a paramedic into their
operations.

Paramedic Program Requirements 
Procedures for Applying
The Ventura College Paramedic Program offers two tracks: professional
certification as a paramedic with or without an Associate Degree or
Certificate of Achievement. Applications will be accepted on an on-
going basis. Admission is subject to available openings. The application
deadline is available through the health science counselor or the health
sciences department. All applicants must submit:

1. A completed application to the paramedic program;
2. All required official high school and college transcripts (including

proof of prerequisite completion or proof of in-progress status); 
3. Documentation of pre-hospital care experience; and
4. An application to the College (new students only).

Qualifying Requirements:
1. One of the following must be completed before applying to the

program:
a. High school graduation and GPA of 2.5; or,
b. General Education Development (GED) with a score of 45 and a

minimum of 12 semester units of completed college coursework
with a 2.25 GPA; or,

c. High school graduate with less than a 2.5 GPA and a minimum of
12 semester units of completed college coursework with a GPA of
2.25.

2. All of the following must be completed:
a. All official high school and college transcripts must be on file at

Ventura College.

b. Application must be made to the health sciences department with
a choice of options to enroll in the associate degree paramedic
program or the paramedic certificate program.

c. An application to the College must be filed for the appropriate
semester.

d. It is the applicant’s responsibility to check with the transcript
clerk in the Office of Admissions and Records to see that his/her
official transcripts are on file at Ventura College.

3. All of the following must be completed or in process at the time of
application to the program. Ventura College courses, listed with the
comparable courses from Moorpark (MC) and Oxnard (OC) colleges
are:
a. Anatomy/Physiology - college anatomy and physiology with

laboratory (5 semester units), with a minimum grade of C: either
ANPH V01 Introduction to Human Anatomy and Physiology
(Units: 5) or both ANAT V01 Human Anatomy (Units: 4) and
PHSO V01 Human Physiology (Units: 4) (either ANPH M01
Human Anatomy and Physiology (Units: 6) or both ANAT M01
Human Anatomy (Units: 4) and PHSO M01 Human Physiology
(Units: 4)–MC; ANAT R101 General Human Anatomy (Units: 4)
and PHSO R101 Human Physiology (Units: 5)–OC).

b. Current certification for CPR as a health care provider or
professional rescuer.

4. The student must show documentation of current EMT certification
and at least 1000 hours of experience employed as an EMT with
emphasis on pre-hospital field care. Experience with a primary 911
provider is preferred, but equivalent experience may be considered.
EMT certification must remain current throughout the program.

Students must be in good academic standing (not on academic
probation) to be eligible for application to the paramedic program.
All applicants must contact a health sciences counselor for specific
admission information regarding the paramedic programs.

Admission Process
Qualified applicants will be placed on a waiting list on a first-come,
first-served basis. The class will be selected on the basis of available
openings and qualified applicants will be notified when a space is
available. Each qualified applicant, when selected, must decide either
to enter the class or remove his/her name from the eligibility list. Those
qualified applicants who are not selected due to limited openings may
retain their names (in the order applications were received) on a waiting
list.

Those applicants then have priority for admission to the next class
selected as long as application requirements are maintained. Students
who choose not to enter when selected must reapply.

Students are expected to pass a physical examination consistent with
the policies of the teaching hospitals or agencies to which they are
assigned for clinical experience. Physical exams are to be scheduled
with a private physician or through the Student Health and Psychological
Services and recorded on the department form. The examination must
demonstrate that the student is physically fit, free from communicable
diseases and immune to mumps, rubella, rubeola, varicella, and Hepatitis
B. Clinical agencies used mandate a current seasonal flu vaccination.
Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (Tdap) vaccine within the past ten years is
required.

All students admitted to a health science program are expected to
maintain the highest personal standards of conduct consistent with
the professional standards as perceived by health science faculty and
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professional personnel in the agencies used as extended campus sites.
Any information indicating that such standards are not maintained
is subject to review by members of the health science faculty and
may result in a recommendation to the College for dismissal from the
program.

Evidence of physical and emotional fitness upon admission and
throughout the program is expected and is subject to medical opinion
of the college physician and to medical opinion or policy of hospitals
or agencies which are used as extended campus sites for assigned
educational experiences.

Students in the emergency medical services program (paramedic) and/
or the emergency medical technology courses (EMT) will be required to
demonstrate criminal background clearance, along with drug and alcohol
clearance by undergoing criminal background checks and drug screening
prior to participating in clinical experiences. The cost of this screening
is expected to be approximately $110.00 and is the responsibility of the
student.

Hospital and internship rotations will be assigned as space is available.
This may result in extension of program time-frame.

All students must attend the orientation meeting scheduled prior to the
start of the semester and must be present on the first day of class.

Program Options
The paramedic program is intended to develop the necessary knowledge
and skills basic to the functions of paramedics in the direct care of
patients. It consists of theory, basic skills, clinical experiences and a
clinical preceptorship which will prepare the graduate to take the National
Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians paramedic level licensing
examinations. Students who successfully complete the Emergency
Medical Services – Paramedic Studies program may receive a Certificate
of Achievement or an Associate Degree from Ventura College if all
other requirements have been satisfied (See an academic counselor to
verify additional requirements for the Certificate of Achievement and/
or Associate Degree. Although each course merits a letter grade, the
laboratory experience is based on pass-fail and it is necessary to pass
the laboratory section of the course in order to proceed in the paramedic
program. Failure in the laboratory portion of the paramedic courses
constitutes an F in the course.

For successful completion of the program, a minimum grade of B is
mandatory in all paramedic courses. The student must maintain an
overall GPA of 3.0 to continue in the program.

For those students who choose the associate degree option, additional
courses satisfying general education requirements are required.

The program is accredited by the national Commission on Accreditation
of Allied Health Education Programs and is approved by the California
State Emergency Medical Services Agency and the Ventura County
Emergency Medical Services Agency. To be eligible to take the
examination leading to licensure as a paramedic, the student must have
fulfilled all requirements as defined by the Ventura County Emergency
Medical Services Agency and the state of California.

PM V01  Paramedic Theory  18.5 Units  
In-Class Hours:   236.25 lecture, 262.50 laboratory  
Prerequisites:   ANPH V01 or both ANAT V01 and PHSO V01  
Enrollment Limitations:   Criminal background clearance. Current CPR
certification for health care provider (American Heart Association) or
professional rescuer (American Red Cross). Drug and alcohol clearance.
Proof of freedom from and immunity to communicable diseases.
No acrylic or long nails in clinical settings. Physical examination
demonstrating general good health. No visible tattoos or visible body
piercings except single studs in earlobes. Current EMT certification; 1000
hours of EMT experience or equivalent.  
This course offers general paramedic didactic education and
psychomotor skills training following the current Department of
Transportation National Emergency Services Education Standards
(NEMSES) and California Code of Regulations, Title 22. The course
includes cognitive content associated with: preparatory, anatomy and
physiology, pharmacology, airway management, patient assessment,
trauma patient management, medical emergencies, special patient
populations, and EMS operations. The course provides psychomotor
skills training associated with: preparatory, anatomy and physiology,
pharmacology, airway management, patient assessment, trauma
patient management, medical patient management, cardiac patient
management, special populations, EMS operations, and simulated patient
encounters. The state of California Emergency Medical Services Authority
may deny licensure to those with criminal records.
Grade Modes:   Letter Graded  
Field Trips:   May be required  
Degree Applicability:   Applies to Associate Degree  
AA/AS GE:   None  
Transfer Credit:   None  
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PM V02  Paramedic Clinical and Field Practicum  18.5 Units  
In-Class Hours:   61.25 lecture, 787.50 laboratory  
Prerequisites:   PM V01  
Enrollment Limitations:   Criminal background clearance. Current CPR
certification for health care provider (American Heart Association) or
professional rescuer (American Red Cross). Drug and alcohol clearance.
Proof of freedom from and immunity to communicable diseases.
No acrylic or long nails in clinical settings. Physical examination
demonstrating general good health. No visible tattoos or visible body
piercings except single studs in earlobes.  
This course provides supervised clinical and field instruction to enhance
student's knowledge of emergency care in multiple clinical in-hospital and
pre-hospital settings. Students are provided access to adequate numbers
of patients, proportionally distributed by illness, injury, gender, age,
and common problems encountered in the delivery of emergency care
appropriate to the level of the Emergency Medical Services Profession(s).
The hospital/clinical experiences may include the operating room,
recovery room, intensive care unit, coronary care unit, labor and delivery
room, pediatrics, and emergency department, and include exposure to
an adequate number of pediatric, obstetric, psychiatric, and geriatric
patients. The field practicum experience provides opportunities for
paramedic students to observe and participate in emergency medical
care supervised by a preceptor on an emergency response vehicle.
Requires a minimum of 480 hours, and students must document at least
40 advanced life support (ALS) patient contacts. Students will provide
the full continuum of care from initial contact to transfer of care at the
receiving facility for half (20 minimum) of all ALS contacts. Students
must obtain minimum competency as a Team Leader. The field practicum
provides the student with an opportunity to serve as Team Leader in
a variety of pre-hospital advanced life support emergency medical
situations. Upon successful completion of this course, the student is
eligible to sit for the licensing examination.
Catalog Notes:   The state of California Emergency Medical Services
Authority may deny licensure to those with criminal records.  
Grade Modes:   Letter Graded  
Field Trips:   May be required  
Degree Applicability:   Applies to Associate Degree  
AA/AS GE:   None  
Transfer Credit:   None  

PM V90  Directed Study: Paramedic Serv  1-6 Units  
Prerequisites:   varies with topic  
This course offers specialized study opportunities for students who wish
to pursue projects not included in the regular curriculum. Students are
accepted only by a written project proposal approved by the discipline
prior to enrollment.
Grade Modes:   Letter Graded, Student Option- Letter/Credit, Pass/No
Pass Grading  
Field Trips:   May be required  
Degree Applicability:   Applies to Associate Degree  
AA/AS GE:   None  
Transfer Credit:   None  

PM V95  Paramedic Internship  1-4 Units  
Prerequisites:   current CPR for health care provider or professional
rescuer; meet all clinical facility requirements; no visible tattoos or visible
body piercings except single studs in ear lobes; no acrylic or long nails in
clinical setting; and approval of PM director  
Corequisites:   enrolled in a minimum of 7 units to include internship  
Advisories/Rec Prep:   completion of or concurrent enrollment in one
course in the discipline; and the state of California Emergency Medical
Services Authority may deny licensure to those with criminal records.
Fees will be required. Offered on a pass/no pass basis only  
Materials Fee:   $4.50  
This course offers students who are volunteers (unpaid) an opportunity
to obtain work experience related to their field of study. Students are
accepted as a result of consultation with a designate faculty member in
the discipline and the acceptance of an approved work proposal.
Grade Modes:   Pass/No Pass Grading  
Field Trips:   Will be required  
Degree Applicability:   Applies to Associate Degree  
AA/AS GE:   None  
Transfer Credit:   None  

• Emergency Medical Services: Paramedic Studies, Associate in
Science (http://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
paramedic/emergency-medical-services-paramedic-studies-as/)

• Emergency Medical Services: Paramedic Studies, Certificate of
Achievement (http://catalog.vcccd.edu/ventura/programs-courses/
paramedic/emergency-medical-services-paramedic-studies-coa/)
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